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—(A MESSAGE FROM Revd Darren } !

Dear friends,

Pondering on the Gospel for this coming Sunday - 2nd August, Matthew 14: 13-21 - we come to the
familiar story of the Feeding of the 5000. It is a passage we may have heard many times before, but |
wonder if we have ever really stopped to notice the details. The crowd was likely far larger than 5000,

and although women and children were not counted, every single person mattered to Jesus.

Jesus had withdrawn from the crowds, needing space, silence and time to reflect - something we all need
at times. Yet when the crowds followed him, he responded with compassion. He welcomed them, healed
them, and cared for them. When the disciples suggested sending them away, Jesus simply said: “Give
them something to eat.”

From five loaves and two fish came a miracle. A small offering became something extraordinary, with
twelve baskets left over - a reminder that God’s generosity is greater than we can imagine. God often
takes the ordinary things we offer and transforms them into something beautiful.

The question is not only what Jesus can do with what we have, but whether we are willing to place our
gifts into his hands.

Ponder: What small thing might | offer to God today,

©< trusting that it can become something more than | ever imagined?
@ Love and best wishes,

Darren
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